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counterparty and a countei 



potential financial transaction and (ii) operation of an enterprise, each context 
involving a member of a first class of parties in a first role and a member of a 
second class of cotinterparties in a second role, the method comprising: 

a. obtaining for each (of the parties in the first class and storing in a first 
digital storage medium resporpes from at least one of the party and a party co- 
evaluator to a first set of questions intended to reveal party preferences that can 
be used to estimate the closenjess of such party's fit with a counterparty in such 
context; 

b. obtaiiung for each of the coimterparties in the second class and 
storing in a second digital st )rage medium responses from at least one of the 

»arty co-evaluator to a second set of questions 
intended to reveal counterp/arty preferences that can be used to estimate the 
closeness of such coimterparty's fit v^ith a party in such context; 

c. deriving, in a/first computer process, from the responses to the first 
set of questions for each such party, a first preference profile for each such party; 

d. deriving, in a second computer process, from the responses to the 
second set of questions f(ir each such counterparty, a second preference profile 
for each such counterpai ty; 

e. for each pa iy, armlyzing, in a third computer process, the 
preference profile of such party in relation to the preference profiles of the 
coimterparties to derive a first list of counterparties for which the preferences of 
the party closely match he preferences of the coimterparty and the preferences 
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of the counterparty closely match the preferenc^of the party and 
commionicating the first list to such party. 



r 



2. (Twice amended) A meflfod according to claim 1, further comprising; 
for each cotmterparty, analv^g, in a fourth computer process, the preference 
profile of such coimte^mrty in relation to the preference profiles of the parties to 
derive a second U^of parties for which the preferences of the party closely 
match the preferences of the cotmterparty and the preferences of the 
countera^rty closely match the preferences of the party and communicating the 
secona list to such counterparty. 



p 



^T^22, (Twice amended) An apparatus for facilitatjyfg evaluation, in connection 
with the procurement or delivery of products oc/^ervices, in at least one of (i) a 
potential financial transaction and (ii) oper^rfion of an enterprise, each context 
involving a member of a first class of pities in a first role and a member of a 
second class of coimterparties in a/second role, the apparatus comprising: 

a. a first computer EProcess, in communication with a first digital 
storage medium, for obta^mng for each of the parties in the first class and storing 
in the first digital storage medium responses from at least one of the party and a 
party co-evaluator to a first set of questions intended to reveal party preferences 
that can be us^ to estimate the closeness of such party's fit with a counterparty 
in such coiuext; 
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b. a second computei process, in communication with a second digital 
storage meditun, for obtaining for each of the coxmterparties in the second class 
and storing in the second digital storage medium responses from at least one of 
the counterparty emd a coimter Darty co-evaluator to a second set of questions 
intended to reveal counterpart ^ preferences that can be used to estimate the 

s fit with a party such context; 
' process for deriving from the responses to the first 
. :>arty a first preference profile for each such party; 

d. a fourth compute: ' process for deriving from the responses to the 
second set of questions for ea ih such coimterparty a second preference profile for 
each such counterparty; and 

e. a fifth computer process for analyzing the preference profile of each 
party in relation to the preference profiles of the counterparties to derive a list of 
counterparties for which the preferences of the party closely match the 
preferences of the counterpa -ty and the preferences of the counterparty dosely 



closeness of such counterpart)^ 

c. a third computer 
set of questions for each such 



match the preferences of the 



party, and communicating the list to such party. 



23. (Amended) An app aratus for facilitating evaluation, in connection with 
the procurement or deHven'^ of products or services in at least one of (i) a 
potential financial transact! ^n and (ii) operation of an enterprise, each context 
involving a member of a first class of parties in a first role and a member of a 
second class of counterparties in a second role, the apparatus comprising: 
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a. a first question and response module, in communicationywith a first 
digital storage medium, for obtaining for each of the parties in th^ first class and 
storing in the first digital storage medium responses from at least one of the 
party and a party co-evaluator to a first set of questions in^nded to reveal party 
preferences that can be used to estimate the closeness of such party' s fit with a 
covmterparty in such context; 

b. a second question and response moclule, in communication with a 
second digital storage medium, for obtaining for each of the coimterparties in the 
second class and storing in the second digital storage medium responses from at 
least one of the coimterparty and a counterparty co-evaluator to a second set of 
questions intended to reveal counterparty preferences that can be used to 
estimate the closeness of such/oimterparty's fit with a party in such context; 

c. a first profile processor for deriving from the responses to the first 
set of questions for eacj/such party a first preference profile for each such party; 

d. a seconca profile processor for deriving from the responses to the 
second set of questions for each such counterparty a second preference profile for 
each such counterparty; and 

e. / a closeness-of-fit analyzer for analyzing the preference profile of 
each ps^ty in relation to the preference profiles of the coimterparties to derive a 
list <M coimterparties for which the preferences of the party closely match the 

references of the coimterparty and the preferences of the counterparty closely 
match the preferences of the party, and communicating the list to such party. 
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25. (Amended) A method of structuring a database to f acilitajfe evaluation, 
in connection with the procurement or delivery of products oreervices, in at least 
one of (i) a potential financial transaction and (ii) operation/f an enterprise, each 
context involving a member of a first class of parties in a4irst role and a member 
of a second class of counterparties in a second role, method comprising: 

a. obtaining for each of the parties in the first class and storing in a first 
data record in a first digital storage medium ^ponses from at least one of the 
party and a party co-evaluator to a first set>of questions intended to reveal party 
preferences that can be used to estimate/the closeness of such party's fit v/ith a 
counterparty in such context; / 

b. obtaining for each of the coxmterparties in the second class and storing in a 
second data record in a secondyOigital storage medium responses from at least 
one of the coimterparty and L coxmterparty co-evaluator to a second set of 
questions intended to rev/al coimterparty preferences that can be used to 
estimate the closeness di such counterparty's fit with a party in such context; 

c. deriving, in a first computer process, from the responses to the first 
set of questions for each such party a first preference profile for each such party, 
and storing the^st preference profile in a third data record in a third digital 
storage mecmim; 

d. / deriving, in a second computer process, from the responses to the 
second ^t of questions for each such counterparty a second preference profile for 
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each such cotinterparty, and storing the seccmdpreference profile in a fourth 
data record in a fourth digital storage irtediura; 

e. for each party, anajj^zing, in a third computer process, the 
preference profile of su A^rty in relation to the preference profiles of the 
counterparties to dgnve a first list of counterparties for which the preferences of 
the party closdly match the preferences of the counterparty and the preferences 
of the oa^unterparty closely match the preferences of the party and storing the 
fir^ list in a fifth data record in a fifth digital storage medium. 




(Amended) An apparatus for structuring a datable, in connection with 
the procurement or delivery of products or services^^ at least one of (i) a 
potential financial transaction and (ii) operation/of an enterprise, each context 
involving a member of a first class of parties in a first role and a member of a 
second class of counterparties in a second role, the apparatus comprising: 

a, a first question and re^onse module, in commimication with a first 
digital storage medium, for obtaining for each of the parties in the first class and 
storing in a first data record in the first digital storage medium responses fiom at 
least one of the party and a party co-evaluator to a first set of questions intended 
to reveal party preferences that can be used to estimate the closeness of such 
partj^s fit with/a counterparty in such context; 

b. /a second question and response module, in communication with a 
second digital storage medium, for obtaining for each of the counterparties in the 
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second class and storing in a second data record in the second digitaJ/&torage 
medium responses from at least one of the counterparty and a cotmterparty co- 
evaluator to a second set of questions intended to reveal cou^erparty 
preferences that can be used to estimate the closeness of^ch coimterparty's fit 
with a party in such context; 

c. a first profile processor for derivine/^m the responses to the first 
set of questions for each such party a first pr^erence profile for each such party, 
and storing the first preference profile in/a third data record in a third digital 
storage medium; 

d. a second profile proc^sor for deriving from the responses to the 
second set of questions for each such counterparty a second preference profile for 
each such counterparty, ana storing the second preference profile in a fourth 
data record in a fourth/aigital storage medium; and 

e. a closeness-of-fit analyzer for analyzing the preference profile of 
each party in relation to the preference profiles of the counterparties to derive a 
list of countCTparties for which the preferences of the party closely match the 
prefereri^fces of the covmterparty and the preferences of the cotinterparty closely 
ma^ the preferences of the party, and storing the list in a fifth data record in a 

digital storage medium. 



REMARKS 

1. Claims 1-17, 19, 20, 22, 23, and 25-29 were pending in this application. 
Claims 1, 2, 33, 23, 25, cmd 29 have been amended. No claims have been 
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